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nsmaumm tor ms moRETAm or war 


Subject* Washington. Document Center 

Enclosures t (A) Copy of Joint Letter on Subject to director 

of Central Intelligence from Director of Intelligence 
WDOS. end Chief of Ifaval Inbelli «noe. 

(B) Copy of Jlesaorenduiu from Director of latellif-enoe 
lisas, to Director of Central Intelligence 

X« to pursuance of the proposal contained! in the joint letter of the 
Director Int oil lienee , WIX& 0 mid the Chief of tfavai Intolliienoe that the 
Washington Document Center ha transferred t o the operational -' on trol of the 
Central Intelligence Croup (end, (A) }, a complete study ban been made of 
this facility. The Central Intelligence Group accepts in principle the 
proposal* hut is unable formally to undertake operational control until 
assurances hero boon received that the personnel required to <. onLinua its 
operation sen he transferred to the Central JnteUigeaoe (Jrmi frou «ioth the 
War and Savy Depa rfcsenta • 

2. The following :r eltninary action has been taken* 

a. The Central Intelligence Group has mode neoeoaary budgetary 
arrangements to retain the aivllian personnel which o the reins rrauld have been 
discharged during the month of October, 

b. A minimum Table of Organisation has been prepared, *hich is 
based on only the essential personnel neoossar/ to c fi rry~ on bid a work, fids 
table discloses that It of Hus 29 officers and 20 of the S2 enlisted personnel 
now authorised the Washington 1'ooument Center by the Her .Department must he 
retained until 1 July 1947 to geaoait the uninterrupted operation of the Center, 
Titis is based on the plesx that see® 40 positions new hold by military persona©! 
will be f illed by civilians! CIO oan iwke the necessary arr&n .erte at s for the 
civilian personnel. 


o. fho Director of Intelligence of the WM3 has informed this 
office th«t he oan retain all military personnel as the W&tthlitgbon Document 
Center until 1 January 1947 and that thereafter h© can retain all the officer 
personnel until February 1947 and five key officers indefinitely after 1 
February, 



3, from the above, it appears necessary that the War bop* 

either* 

a. Authorise the Director of Intelligence, WDGfl, to ri_ _ 

18 officers and 20 enlisted imn on its rolls and aval lab b to the CIO until 
1 July 1947. 

Army Nayp^g!^. £ e ^s| 0( 
completed. 
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Secretary of War 

Washington Document Center 


b* or, Increase until 1 July 1947 the military personnel 
allotment of CIS by 18 officers and 20 enlisted men from those no*r on 
duty at the Washington Document Center* 

4, Tour concurrence ia the procedure outlined in either 3a or 3b 
is requested In order that reply may be nade to General Chamberlin and 
Admiral Inglis that CIS will tafee over the WDC, md in order that the 
necessary administrative arrangements may bo completed* 

§* A similar letter is being sent to the Secretary of the Navy 
with regard to its© naval personnel on duty at the Washington Docnsaant Center 
and upon reply thereto, you will be informed of his decision prior to the 
actual transfer of any personnel* 

5, If you concur in this proposal, every effort will be continued 
during the period to reduce military and naval personnel of the Washington 
Document Center and to us# the maximum number oi civilian v©-* soimel 

1 July 1947. 


HOYT S. VAW'r^ERG 
Lieafencni G-.-t -- •. ?! '«. 
Oirecior ef Cer-n h 


25X1 


Central Records (2) 
«^e turn to ICAPS (2262) 
Executive Registry 
Secretariat 


SEiWsbhr 

10/30/46 
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Stwl®©»*?os * 


ut^&Magtcm oevweat tenter 

(A) ef Joint Letter ea unejaet ire® 

-'dtrocfeor of Military latolll jetsee ®rt 
OHtef of $rafl Jjitelli *aswe# dated 
2 Qato'ter 

Copy of Letter on Subject free* Chief of 
lavml toselliiseaae dieted II tetober U*fc5 


3i« Isi pjjnpswaace of hi*# pro|»oeal eonfe-atee*! la- to® tetter ol 

tii® Procter of Glittery Sntellii * 00 © and the ©itef ' ■^ ai 
UMKfe tbo :mr.la«toa neoiM* sertber be t raaaferred iso tee ofser»ctows! f®* 1 "®* . 
of the central TntelHgenee Sr<wj? (Itielowire (A)), aarl^ln #o^-mwk»«Wi w 
sestetoe* to mra raxsk 3 of toetoaure 1 } its Is rested 
that the aro##»fc Hevy of the iJuted Intel ii.- wno* Lro^ te *»“ 

oroaeed iwtil l Jttly Mtf by tee total tester of tee ^moer eaa girted 
prnmmml ifcwslao* to paragraph * ’»» ° •“* 4 «£ -tealoeure (> >U <^r 

te tMlfWMite t he C 13 as o f J^ 80 . f * <*** terrene! 

white ere r^juireOw^^ for Uao estimate# os <*» 

effective operation of the -tenter# 

t* It has? been dtoten&ne* that the wiortoy of the •* fiver peiwowne*. 
«*afe«li»d la paragraph 2a of tool®#****# {») tee are to he roloawd &w» <«Uve 
duty have agreed to eetaMme their #®rrio®» under the teistral * 3 ^^ ^** 
SM» to a oirJltea etoton. teieti will net require an in****** to 
«*JL«e*^ Uleaetoe, it to wMM that the «*»«* e-f w» **•«. 
ae-rsai»»l aaMeteraiseS to p*i«r;ra.te Be ef Soeleear® te/ a 4 r* r «’ ? r ” 0 5‘ to 
the tranafsr anl that their eerrtoea eea thereto re ** eowfetow** voreutfi w 
«i»>tojMnfc by the Central JfinfcoUirflwee iSrmip id t*io»* a* xmx'm ** «» w *° 8 

f-totl' qerfie* cMqpleraenfc to tee flerttral SdbelltgMBe - : rm*p. 


S* 


Bw> toraetor «f tee central toteUiyeaee -3raap aaoepte to principle 
for the transfer of tee steehtogteo IteOMMUit tenter to order to 
perfora'forthe benefit of*' U the Intel! totoee agaaoSes the ro^eto* 

aafi houatoB of all tephurad »n ums^mxm 

with atwi^lra »». B state# to pw.rajdt Z# ”t*se ^iTwcter or 

ceatrel toteUS»MK» nd^centeoUte m»h reeewreh an’ aa^yal, acuities 
•e ajay, to hl« epialea sal that of the * o- saaecwt of tee 

mSnmm HMM**? Horn**, be were efftotontty or ^e^to-eiy a^agllatod 

eeatewlljrw ® R§ ® TOr * ia '^ ar tM * waJI *** that tee 

®f festively sutototetered* to is mwvamrj that mwmmi ^ 
wreoteiel rw»ui»e* fwaa bott** tee? :»«r m4 mxy .wperb-wtd* t» «?«*bto»e to* 
opersrfsisn wiU to tramtorrsi to tho- ZVK ^ *»& -mmomml all o«ae«* will ^e 
iRcrci&BOd to |# ralt the trae-sfers* 


MIPS 
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ctf 

WsaMngteoa- ’Mauaattt 


. *iw»r 


fM«iH replla. «r» rwoioo* UMl 

of a» wa w tta lr - " ! J “ 

Coaabor will issued, 
art. «*M*» fm. •« »?orte.n» M* «J* 

wrf«*tea©e of the dwtor iapnteMsaoi#* it *• *«*«*-t*^ , A 
j» f. 4m this <a*lrts®r be f onaw'ded tv t • -— •*» , 

to tho vaemolo# «■* trassfe? g fro^ the 

favorite . Wmftfcttat «wy thoa be <#«» 

eta tie mfe * flwmmol® reply *•* i-e*»i*ii* **«* 


HOYT S. VANDENBESG 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Director ®i Ceafrai laieilj aence 


25X1 

25X1 


m trnimi of 8tiv*l Xa eUi aaoe 


Central Records (2) 
EiceoutiTe Registry 
Secretariat 
/Return to ICAPS 


cot 




Eiflfsbhr 
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OFFICE OF Tffi miw OF MYAL 0F1MTI03S 
TASHIKGTOH 26 D.C. 

Serial 069S4F32 

(received 2 Oct* 1946} 


Frost Director of Intelligence, W.D.G.S. and 

Chief of Naval label licence 


to* 


Director of Central Intelligence. 


Subject t Washington Document Center, Transfer ef 

Enclosure j (A) Study Entitled "Est abl i ahsa at of a Central 
Bepository and the Mhcs for Exploitation 
and Dis semination of all Captured Japanese 
Documents under one Central Governnant Agency. " 


A copy of Enclosure (a) is forwarded herewith 
with the request that the Director of Central Intel li .gen.ee, in 
aocordmoe with paragraph 3,o* of the President’s Is tier of 22 
Jamt&ry 1948, perform for the benefit of all the intelligence 
agencies the processing, dissemination and housing of all 
captured Japanese docisaents end that he furnish a final 
repository for same* 


A/ 

Stephen J, Chamberlin, 

Major General, 

director of Intel 11 gene ® , W.P.G.S. 


A/ 

fhos, a, Ingiis, 

Rear Admiral, H3!f, 

Chief of ¥aral Intelligence* 


IMPS 


EneJ^ture (A} 
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op a csrtral aaposiHnr Aim tm 'mxm vm 

** fh SW olrit oSSmi, WMMk'toe 7m&3¥ — 


TIES H20BLBK 


To provid* & central repository and the means for emloitatinn for all 
captured Japanese document* held by goveraaont agencies under on® central govern, 
meat afsaey. 


FACTS aHARIM? Off THg FROBT.sw 

2* The Washington Document Center (WDC) m establish^ oa 14 February 1946 
under the iH rector of Kaval Intelligenoe as a central arencv for the handling of 
oanturod Japanese documents with ©loee working liaison with PacMlrn, On 9 April 194« # 
FaeMirs transferred their personnel to w.D.e. 


5* "oouEi&ntat 

(a) The Washington deounarrt Center (Advanced) in Tokyo oolleoted anprnx- 
imtely S00 tone of documents, The major portion of these or approximately 
700*000 doetaaenfcs have been received In W.D.C.* faahinrton, h.f. This eoUeotioa 
i« perhaps the most sample te source of InfOnaation en the entire Par Hast in 
the world today and contains information of value to our wmy rv?«Tmm% agencies 
mid iMustry* 


lm m ‘1° r sources contributing to this collect 5 t-n ares 


CONFIDI 


u 

2* 


3 * 


rlstry) 


Cabinet Secretariat 
Cabinet Personnel Bureau 
Cabinet Info mat ion Bureau. 

Cabinet Statistics Bureau 
Cabinet Printing Bureau 
Patent Bureau 
Privy Council 
Met Secretariats 
Foreign Ministry (and R&st Asia 
Home -iniatry 
Munitions Ministry 
Finance Ministry 
Transport Ministry 
Oimmrm md Industry Ministry 
Agriculture md Forestry Ministry 
16* Education Ministry 
IT* Central Bcteorologioal Jb»e rvatorv 
18* Welfare Ministry 
18* ^Justice Ministry 
20* Metropolitan Police Board 
21* Military Police Hsadqua.rtr rs 
22* Mo* 1 DsTObilisat i on Ministry (Arrry 
23* Mo* 2 Demobilisation V Luis try (lavy inistsey > 

34 * AppV^d^'RSteiSffT^/l G/GVTC1A-RDP80R01731R0034001 20036-7 

jSaet Asia fteaea ro£ Ihshi* a, * 

Appendix A" 26£® 


5* 

e. 

f. 

8. 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

IS. 

14. 

15. 


(CAPS 


n'.stry) 
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South ikmehstrl&a Idheay Library end the Bast Asia 'cesoaroh Institute Collection 
deserves special mntioa. The former was one of the rnior vwatioas la Japan' s 
expansionist program and a vital fore* in her domination of Manchuria and Sortfc 
China. The library contained about 100,000 volumes and nano .'>00 neriodiesl filet | 
these am, in the main, standard reference works on all nartsi of met Asia. Th* 
last Asia Research Institute uts an organisation set up by the Japanese Govenaaent 
to carry out research and act in an advisory capacity m all kinds of Asiatic 
problem. They prepared studios and compilations an natural resources, population 
distribution, agricultural processes and s iailar subjects. A large staff of experts 
in Asiatic Isngtjsgee, anthropology, geology, etc. was employed in the institute and 
they accumulated a copious library, sindlar in contents to iSist of the ®fR, but of 
a sore technical nature. Both SMI and BARI were intelligence a readies which furnished 
Imperial Japanese 08$ m3 other Imperial agencies with e conor-dc, political, sociolog- 
ical, topographic and who*® who intelligence on strategic anas in the Far Hast, 

Both of those collations war© impounded in total* 

The Mitsubi chi Research Library contains 60,000 volumes and is am of tho b st 
libraries known on Asiatic economics, trade, finance, and industry and eventually 
will be sent to W0C# 

(b) In addition to th© foregoing captured Japanese doctsjeafcs, W.O.C. mint Si ns 
files of Intelligence documents (in Bnglish) an the Far Hast, Including translations, 
evacuated to the united States f tots, such field intelli rence tuteaeies as wnc (advanced 


AfIS, JICP0A, CIBCPAC-CMCm, RKMTC, VATTBCBJAP, TJSS9? Wn <88, 

(c) A Statistical Summary for period 5 March 1946 to 9 ;>* otodber 1945 Is 
contained in Sncloeure (A). 


4* A list of agencies froa vhan requests for document c Imve been received, is 
contained InEncloerure (B)» There a re 1765 requests now pending* 

5* Feres anelt A total of 212 officers, enlisted and civil iac. personnel from U*S, 
Artsy, U*8*Ksvy, British and Canadian sources are orescntly employed la the Washingto: 
liosumat Center as shorn in Bnolosure (c). 


6. Location and Space » Th® Washington Document Center occupies th© 4th, 8th and 
6th. floors of th® Steuart Hulldinr, located at 5th and K streets, N.W, These three 
floere » 8S^/ IA=S0P 80RQJX3iBH.0 
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COSPIHKggLIL, 

prttxisjately 9*000 square feet. When all documents have been removed from containers 
said placed on shelves, it is estimated that the library needs '.fill aaouaat to 
17*000 square foot* Tbs reminder of the space la requited for personnel and tibe facili- 
ties needed in the processing and publishing of doensaents* 

mCIJBSXOH 

6. Dae to limitations of funds and personnel* it has been jointly proposed that* 

(a) fha Intelligence Division* War Dspartaienfc Till continue participation 
with Office of Havel Intel li -ence at the Washington Doouawnt Center with r>rea«nfc 

strength until on or about 1 October 1946* 

(b) From 1 October 1345 until 1 Deoember 1940 the Intsllirenoe Division* War 
Dep&rtaont will participate in Idle exploitation of Janectese documents at Tfeahingto 
itaeuaeat Center at a reduced strength utilising only of 'i per mi enlisted personae 

(c) As of 1 December 194.5 Office of Kavnl Infcelligem® -will assume responsi- 
bility for the custody sad maintenance of the Japanese deponents held by the 

■ * 

Washington Document Cantor# Intelligence Division participation will bo limited 
to that of & small liaison section niioso function will be to s ©rro the require** 
rmntn of the Intoll lienee Divi* Itm tor Japanese locumentf » 

T* I&ployment of U*S. 1 avy porsanaal will bo seriously redu cod m the present 
allosOTtee is set up as an interim project until 1 December 134S# (Hal y mmh personnel 
as mmx hm prwi ;.od from other approved allowance® can be made mailable after that clat 
It the mo® i* this can only be expected to provide library service® until 1 July 1947 
at which time other or final disposition must be irate of these d ootasa&ntE* 


8* the semes now assigned the Washington Document Center in the Dteuart Building 
would normally corns up for review ou 1 January 1947# However* pressure is now being 
everted to contract as much m possible current some© requirements and in particular 
the ?/ashin^ton Document Center# 

9# The importance of the full and timely exploitation of thee© document® can no< 
be ove re&ph&s i sod* The Publication* Board ha* expressed a special interest in 75*000 
technical volume® of which number approximately 50*000 are parents. With the persona© 
currently available# it is anticipated that little beyond the comple te cataloging 


filing can be accomplished by 1 December 194G* 
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ating* processing and exploiting captured enemy documents dispersed among pvan^ 
m 0 ut agencies, nor la there a central repository or raferenee library for captured 
docuwnts* The need for centralised control of captured docjoaoxLls is necessary in 
order to © Iteinate duplication of effort by governneub agencies* and provide an 
efficient of exploiting anemy dottiftobs* By 1 Deesm&ar 1946 it is 

anticipated that th© collection of captured Japanese docuntabs held by the 
?Iashiugtm Pooustomt Center will be in such ecmdit'cm aa to permit a t urnover of 
those documents to a ny centralised authority which may be established* 

11* Paragraph 3«e of the Pre s idant 1 b letter of 22 January 1946 authorised the 
Director of Central Intelligence to perform for bm- benefit of said intelligence 


agencies such serviees of oommtm e noem as th© National Intelligence Authority deters 
mines oan he more efficiently aooofsplished centrally* 

12* That the Washington Domssenb Center contains the rust oomple to and valuable 
collection of Japanese documents on the Far East available in on© library in the 
world today* 

15* That the exploitation of those documents .faces serious curtailmnt duo to 
present lack of funds and the o<msequexrt loss of the host qualified group of personnel 
Msenubkd for suoh a project* 

14* That as of 9 September 1946* 22S # O00 of these Japanese documents remained 
unprocessed* 

15* That other tl*&n th© Washington Document Center there is no government 
agency chared with the exploitation and dissemination of captured Japanese 
dommtmbB and this Center will cease to exist except as a library after 1 Deoenber 
1946* 

16* That tho operation of the Washington Document Center In s uch a service 
of mmmi concern as was authorised by lie President in his letter of 22 J&mimry 1946 
to be performed by th# .Director of Central intelligence for tho benefit of all the 
intelligence agencies* 


wwcom ' -m&hnom 


IT* That the Director of Central Intclligerxc© perform for the benefit 
af all <£«*S5P8eft(fi¥3l PRKK&OW 20UB&?*»E pmrfonmi 




■'OD£S 
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by the Washington Do&ment Center in eornieotion wife feo pro^-ssm^ cti s seniina fcio& 
and housing of these do croo at sand that it provide the final r< posifery for ©am©# 
18 * that fee Washington Center he transf erred to eta central Intel** 

licence $roup as early as possible and . prior to i Ueeombar i^5# 


"i . >AL 
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■ OFFICE OF THE OHIIF OP MYAL OPElAflOMB 

mSHIiafOt 25, 9.0* 


^Trrimmr noemmr? omrai 


Statistical Swesmy • 5 ^arch 1945 to 9 September 1946 


A* 


Doounenta 

1* Dbeuattta processed 


a* 

Catalogued 

134, SCO 

7 

LI, 

Burned 

15*741 

0* 

Library of Congress 

13,310 

d* 

In^r-D^parteetital Scamaittae 

1,717 

e. 

Ctotta&y doctraents on Far Last 

3,003 

f. 

TJacatalotruod 

135,401 


B* 

0# 

a. 


Z» Documents unprocessed (approximate) 

3* Xatelligoaee Publications^ Translations 
(JICFOA-ATIP. etc. files) 

Total doourasnts 

Trass latione published 
Sequosts for translations pending 
W A” Projects sot yet translated 


354,479 


225.000 

120.000 

703,479 

434 

1,768 

36 
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III* Segue sting Agencies* 

United Stages rrwd Forces Peel fie 
South East Asia ConHsad, 

Joint Intelligence Staff 
Chemical Warfare Service 
Office of ^uartinaaator General 
Chief Signal Offioer 
Office of Chief Engineer® 

Array Map Senrica 

Office of Chief of ordnanoe 

Office of Chief of Transportation 

Office of Surgeon Mineral 

Arnjy Air Force 

;..nsjr Ground forces 

Indu strial College Armed Forces 

National Sar College 

Koval War College 

Arsed Force© Staff Collage 

Joint Ansy Nary Air Intelligence uirlsion 

State Dapartcseab _ , , 

White House <ff ioe ( f pootal Ass f t to Too ^resident/ 

fubl icat ‘ oiiss hoard 
British Joint Staff Mission 
War Office 
Admiralty 

Air Mint a try 

Foreign Office (Economic Sect on) 

Ministry of Supply, etc, 

Canadian A ray Staff 

Joint Conritfcee Hftiooc/ scientific and f<;0 mo logy 
Military Kiil'oa * Air, Maval and ■ iliuary 
Military latelligene* headquarters, stua-m 
Intelligence Group, Intelligence Elvis 'ott 
Office of B&val Intelligence 
Naval Intoll i er.oe 

Naval CxaEaroioatioM 

m 

liuShipS 

TJ.S.M.0. 

ccmwmwws: 
mtmm » pocks 
;K30S» 

mm 

ops 

Naval. Command - 3S0 
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TiB . 3 hiugt o n events Center 

Sfceuart Building 

nth h K 3t.* UN' 


Personnel Strength of Washington Dew-at Sente r 


of ..^iteafeer 13*6 


U.S. Arajr Canadian 

Officers AOg — 

Linguist 10 £ 

Ion-Linguist 11 w 


13nlist®d Fan 


Linguist 

23 

Hon-Ling«ist 

28 

EalUted Wewsn. 

Linguist 

* 

Ion-Linguist 

15 

Civilian 

Linguist 

21 

Mon-Linguist 

12 

Linguist 

S3 

TOTAL 

Ion- Linguist 

66 

Aggr. 

IS* 



British 

irny . 

1?*; 

fb 

tiary 
3A C* 

TOTAL 

S/2 

0 

8 . 
0 

W 

1 

0 o 

0 o 

76 

12 

0 

c 

L# 

f\ 

0 

0 o 

0 o 

26 

32 




• 

4 

0 

0 

e* 

M 

0 0 

20 

n 

0 

1 

0 o 

22 

Vi 

I 

fT 

0 0 

20 

v /o 



0 c 

123 

'V *- 

*7 




S/l 

x_ 

13 

1 £ 

3* 



: i0 

0 0 

212 


*A(JF - Army Ground. Forces 
mw • Royal Air Foroe 
HS - Royal N«*y 
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